
Book in advance and save! 
Go to www.6880.co.uk

‘CLOSING THE
GAP’ GALA
GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY 

(NOTTINGHAM)
MERE WAY, RUDDINGTON

Featuring the Special Appearance of David 
Shepherd’s ex-BR 9F No. 92203 Black Prince 

and up to four other steam locomotives. 
Traction engines and Vintage Vehicles
Bus Running Day on Sunday 5th May

Extensive Miniature Railway in Operation

4th – 6th May 2013

No. 92203 Black Prince at the 
West Somerset Railway Gala 
last year. Andrew Fowler

EVENING TRAINS
Special evening service (to Rushcliffe Halt only) 

operates on Sat & Sun with special reduced fares, 
plus admission to the Beer Festival and live music.

????????

BUS RUNNING DAY – SUNDAY 5TH MAY

Attractions include:
Guest locomotives on the
standard gauge railway, including:
n	 Ex-BR Standard ‘9F’ Class 2-10-0 No. 92203 Black Prince, 

Courtesy of David Shepherd/the North Norfolk Railway
n	 Ex-LMS/BR Ivatt ‘2MT’ 2-6-0 No. 46521, Courtesy the 

Standard Locomotive Group, Great Central Railway 
(Loughborough). Loco requested, subject to availability.

n	 Plus the line’s resident steam and diesel locomotives
n	 Intensive two-train service over the full length of line (ten miles)
n	 5in and 71/4in gauge miniature railways in operation 
n	 Traction engines
n	 Bus garage open 
n	 Bus Running Day on Sunday 5th – unlimited free rides*
n	 Model Railways in operation
n	 Classic vintage vehicles on display
n	 Trade stands and crafts
n	 Real Ale beer festival, with live music
n	 On site and on train catering

INCLUSIVE TICKETS
(also available in advance – see opposite)
* with a valid gala ticket. All events subject to availability/weather

Static displays on both days – entries are invited, contact
Paul on 07887 922415 or email paul.apples@virgin.net 
Those bringing classic vehicles will be given free passes for the day provided your 
vehicle has been booked in officially. No ‘on the day’ exhibits accepted, sorry.

Preserved East Midlands vehicles 
at the running day could include 
buses like Barton 782 (WAL 782), 
a 1948 Leyland Tiger PS1 with 
1957 Willowbrook lowbridge body. 
HOWARD WILDE

There will be a special gathering of vintage and classic 
buses on display and operating over local bus routes and 
giving rides to the public (upon presentation of a valid 
gala ticket). A circular tour is also possible including steam 
train and vintage bus by changing at Rushcliffe Halt. Full 
timetables will be available nearer the time and on the day.

Sponsored by

Magazine

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE DAY – SATURDAY 4TH MAY
CLASSIC CAR & MOTORCYCLE DAY – MONDAY 6TH MAY

MINIATURE RAILWAY & RIDES

•	Unlimited rides on two gauges
•	Guest appearance of the 	
	 National Railway Museum’s 	
	 L&BR Taw Locomotive
•	Standard gauge ‘in miniature’ 	
	 demonstration, freight & 	
	 passenger trains

Operated by the Nottingham Society of 
Model & Experimental Engineers



How to Find Us
The Great Central Railway at Ruddington is just off the A60, 
five miles to the south of Nottingham and approx seven miles 
east of the M1 at junctions 24 and 25. It is within easy reach of 
the following towns and cities and can be reached by public 
transport (see separate panel below).
SAT NAV NG11 6JS	 Nottingham – 10 mins
Derby – 30 mins	 Newark – 35 mins
Leicester – 40 mins	 Loughborough – 20 mins
Burton-on-Trent – 40 mins	 Doncaster – 60 mins

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Buses serve both Ruddington village and the Country & 
Business Parks from Nottingham City Centre.
Trent Barton operate the ‘Ruddington Connection’, offering 
services from the City to Ruddington Fields - just outside 
the main Ruddington site. On Sundays, the ‘Ruddington 
Connection’ serves ‘The Green’ in Ruddington village. The 
Great Central Railway can be reached on foot from ‘The 
Green’ by proceeding along Asher Lane, turning left into 
Ruddington Country Park and following the path across the 
railway footbridge and through the car park to the main 
entrance. Walking time approx 10-15 minutes.

Opening Times
Open Sat 4th to Monday 6th May from 9.00am (train services 
commence 10.00am). Reduced admission from 5.00pm for evening 
trains (service runs until 9.30pm). Beer festival open until late.

Admission prices
Save at least 10% by ordering tickets in advance.
 On the Day		  In Advance
One Day			   QTY

Adult	 £15	 Adult	 £13
Child	 £5	 Child	 £4
Family	 £30	 Family	 £26

Two Day 
Adult	 £26	 Adult	 £24
Child	 £8	 Child	 £7
Family	 £52	 Family	 £48

Three Day
Adult	 £36	 Adult	 £32
Child	 £12	 Child	 £10
Family	 £72	 Family	 £64

Evening Admission – after 17.00 hours 
Adult (Admission Only)	 £3	 N/A
Adult (Admission & Train Ride)	 £8	 N/A
Accompanied Child	 Free

Complete the form to the right and send with your 
cheque (payable to 6880 Betton Grange Society Ltd.) 

by post to Closing the Gap Gala c/o 4 Bryntirion Terrace, 
Llangollen, Denbs. LL20 8LP

or order by credit/debit card on line at

www.6880.co.uk
Order in advance and save!

The ‘Closing the Gap’ Gala is jointly organised by the 
Great Central Railway (Nottingham) and the 6880 
Betton Grange Society, builders of the 81st ‘Grange’ 
class ex-GWR locomotive at the Llangollen Railway. 
Its aim is to raise funds and awareness for two 
worthwhile schemes; the ‘Bridging the Gap’ scheme 
to link the GCR(N) with the southern section of 
preserved Great Central Railway at Loughborough, 
and the 6880 Betton Grange Society who are ‘filling 
a gap’ in the missing ranks of ex Great Western 
Railway steam locomotives, as well as the resident 
railway and transport groups at the Heritage Centre 
at Ruddington.

Gift aid it...

Signed: 

Gift Aid Declaration:  I want my donation to be subject to Gift Aid. The tickets purchased are for 
myself and my immediate family. I confirm that I have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains 
tax at least equal to  the tax that can be reclaimed on my donation.

Making a voluntary Gift Aid donation will allow 
us as a charity (No. 1100537) to reclaim back 28p 
in every £1 of the total amount that you pay.

We are proud to be hosting a very 
special evening with renowned wild life 
conservationist and artist David Shepherd, 
owner of our star attraction guest 
locomotive No. 92203 ‘Black Prince’.

The evening starts at Ruddington at 6.00pm and includes a 
return trip to Rushcliffe Halt with No. 92203, followed by a 
presentation by David about his love of steam engines and 
wildlife. Refreshments are included and there will be a display 
of David’s work, with the opportunity to buy copies of limited 
editions and prints.

Numbers are strictly limited to 150 places on a first come 
basis, with proceeds shared between the David Shepherd 
Wildlife Foundation and the ‘Closing the Gap’ gala.

Tickets are priced at £25 each. Please use 
the order form below and post with your 

remittance or go on line at www.6880.co.uk 
to pay by credit card.

 An Evening with David Shepherd CBE, FRSA
Friday 3rd May 6.00pm

Total Cost of Gala Tickets..........................................£	

Evening with David Shepherd
	 @ £25 each QTY ...................................................£

Gift Aid Donation   Optional......................................£

Cheque amount...........................................................£

 YOUR DETAILS

Name..............................................................................................

Address..........................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

Post Code:.....................................................................................

Contact telephone number:.......................................................


